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Portland Trail Blazers’ Rose Garden Earns LEED GoldCertification
Recognition, First for a Major League Venue, ‘a &éilone in the Greening of Sports’

Portland, Ore. — The Portland Trail Blazers are the first majorrspteam to earn LEED Gold
status for a major league sports facility, a mdast in the greening of sports, the team
announced.

"The Trail Blazers are proud to play a role in Rordl’s drive to be the greenest city in the
country,” said Larry Miller, president of the Paritd Trail Blazers. "This announcement is a
result of local expertise and innovation helpingtRad foster a stronger, more sustainable
economy. We don’t view this as a one-time achievepimit rather an important step toward our
long-term goals."

This certification, awarded to the Rose Gardenh®sy W.S. Green Building Council under its
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design @mog(LEED EB-O&M v.3 2009), identifies
and rewards best practices for a building’s enenger and natural resource performance.

Miller said that the team’s fans and Portland comityuare an important part of the effort to
reach its sustainability targets.

"Our Portland fan base cares deeply about theim@ghpn our natural heritage,” said Miller.
"Oregon is one of the most beautiful, livable pkoa the planet, and commitment to being good
environmental stewards is part of what definesregion. This is a team effort, involving all of
us working together."

The public address announcement of the LEED Goldifi€ation was met with enthusiastic
applause by the sold-out crowd of more than 2080the Rose Garden for Monday’s Trail
Blazers game, who have contributed to the teanstaswability efforts by supporting alternative
transportation and recycling stations throughoatwénue.

“The Portland Trail Blazers have demonstraiade again that they ateaders with their
continued commitment to sustainable resouroesranewable energy,” said Kathy Behrens,



NBA executive vice president, social responsibibtyd player programs. “This designation is
another important step for the NBA to demonstraiw lve can all play a role in lessening the
environmental impact of our operations, arenaseseants.”

Here is a partial list of the Trail Blazers’ sustbility initiatives:

Recycling: The Trail Blazers have taken steps to ensurentioa¢ than 60 percent of their
waste is diverted from local landfills, via stratsy such as post-game sorting.
Extensive recycling stations for visitors and adewaste composting program with
vendors help divert more than 800 tons annually.

Transportation: Located in Portland’s urban core, the Rose Quasterides strong
transportation choices for visitors, with more ttf&hpercent of attendees choosing
public or alternative transportation—such as bik€ee team subsidizes transit
passes for staff and utilizes bikes and electrigales for on-site operations.

Energy, gas and water: In addition to installing energy-efficient light and low-flow
plumbing fixtures, the Trail Blazers partner withdific Power and NW Natural for
the purchase of 100 percent renewable energy pregiar the Rose Garden.

Purchasing: The team’s efforts include forging partnershipghwsuppliers to further
develop sustainable purchasing, including more ®&mpercent compostable food
and beverage serving containers and materials,p&d€ent recycled content trash
liners, and replacing disposables with re-usabiemodities.

Health: The Trail Blazers are committed to utilizing emmvimentally friendly cleaning
products and equipment, and in keeping with Padtiarstatus as the slow food
capital of the U.S., they offer their guests a lofdocally made food and beverage
alternatives.

"We are excited about today’s achievement, and nsteled that the drive for greater energy
efficiency and sustainable operations is an onggpingess,” said AEG Facilities Chris Oxley,
general manager of the Rose Quarter. "We will caito look for opportunities to further

engage and involve our employees, guests and paiftne

The Trail Blazers, in conjunction with NBA Green ke will host their annual Green Game
against the Dallas Mavericks on April 9.

The Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), ddea the movement for the greening of
sports, praised the LEED certification.

"The announcement by the Portland Trail Blazerd tha Rose Garden Arena has achieved
LEED Gold Certification is an authentic milestomethe greening of professional sports,” said
Allen Hershkowitz, senior scientist and directorNRRDC’s Sports Greening Initiative. "Never
before has any major league sports arena or stadicimeved LEED Gold status, and it
represents an accomplishment with likely consegeemell beyond professional basketball.”



Hershkowitz noted that the Trail Blazers’ announeetnholds the potential of having
implications far beyond the world of sports.

"With this announcement, the Portland Trail Blazesge let all sectors of our society know that
we can meaningfully address the threats to ourgpJdhat all businesses, even those that operate
large and complex sporting arenas, can reduce gnesg, protect our climate, and protect
biodiversity. NRDC applauds the Trail Blazers’ patieaking accomplishment and we urge all
facility operators, whether they manage a profesgi@rena or a schoolhouse, to follow this
meaningful example."”

Local partners in the effort to achieve certificatincluded Green Building Services Inc., which
performed a carbon footprint and sustainabilitylgsia, and Energy Trust of Oregon, which
helped enable key energy audits and secure furidifguilding retrofitting.



